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Territori della Cultura

Ladies and Gentlemen,
greetings from Paris!
On behalf of UNESCO I would like to thank Federculture,
Centro Universitario Europeo per i Beni Culturali di Ravello
and Fondazione Scuola dei beni e delle attività culturali for
inviting me to this international Forum and panel on “Interna-
tional cultural relations”, taking place in Ravello, which forms
part of Costiera Amalfitana, a cherish UNESCO world heritage
site belonging to all humanity. 
First and foremost allow me to comment this initiative to or-
ganise this Forum to make recommendations through analysing
and evaluating the future of culture and its role in contributing
to the improvement of policies for sustainable development.
This reflection is timely as it emerged while we continue to
follow up on the MONDIAL CULT world conference on cultural
policies and sustainable development which was held in
Mexico in 2021 and where 150 countries unanimously adopted
an ambitious declaration which affirms culture as a global
public good. 
The discussions you’ll have on cultural sustainable development
also aligns with our recent analysis of the 1972 World Heritage
Convention and its achievements after 50 years of implemen-
tation as a source of resilience, humanity and innovation.
Some of these successes include its almost universal ratification
by 195 state parties with Tuvalu being the most recent ratifi-
cation, making the World Heritage Convention one of the
most ratified legal instrument in the world. The World Heritage
Convention has also succeeded in identifying and safeguarding
cultural and natural heritage  sites of great value to all
humanity and thank to its visibility the Convention has also
helped a lot the world to the destruction and damages caused
to heritage by armed conflicts and has brought the international
community together to find common solutions to protect and
preserve this heritage.
The Convention is also an important capacity building tool for
heritage which is being taught and researched in institutions
and centres such as Centro Universitario Europeo per I Beni
Culturali di Ravello. As a result of these efforts many countries
have been invited to review or create their legislation for
cultural and natural heritage and are in the process of training
generations of specialists in the special requirements of world
heritage.
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UNESCO Conventions, sustainable
development through culture1

Lazare Eloundou Assomo

XVIII edizione
Panel 2

1 Trascrizione del video messaggio registrato
per il panel 2 “Le relazioni culturali inter-
nazionali”, XVIII edizione Ravello Lab. 
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And despite these successes the World Heritage Convention
still faces many challenges, such as climate changes, over
tourism and armed conflicts, to name a few. Given these chal-
lenges, we have established goals and a vision for the future.
For the next 50 years our focus is on the sustainable develop-
ment, sustainable management, conservation, protection and
monitoring of World Heritage Sites. 
World heritage is an intensive contribution to sustainable de-
velopment and UNESCO will continue working with member
States, in particular Italy, an important member of the world
heritage committee towards achieving Agenda 2030 for sus-
tainable development. While prioritising Africa and gender
equality, climate change mitigation, balance representation
of inscribed sites, sustainable tourism, digital transformation
are the main areas which will guide the future of culture
through the World Heritage for the next 50 years.
These recent reflections on the Convention and its future will
continue in Italy in Naples this November (27 to 29 November
2023) with the Naples conference on cultural heritage in the
21st Century on synergies between the 1972 world heritage
and the 2003 intangible heritage convention, which celebrates
its 20th anniversary this year.
We are at a turning point. As we reach the end of this
anniversary of the 2003 intangible heritage convention – and
we reach also the 50th year for the world heritage convention
– and it is our duty not only to insure the sustainability of this
convention but also to guarantee that it evolves into an even
more effective instruments for protecting this heritage that is
so dear to us. This is essential for our planet and for future
generations. 
The world heritage convention has become a touchstone of
heritage preservation and culture and an unparallel means of
bringing people together through multilateralism and inter-
national cultural relations.
I have no doubts that this Ravello Lab-International Forum,
which has also brought us all together, will serve as an
enriching and stimulating platform to reiterate the importance
of international cultural relations.
I thank you and wish you a successful engaging Forum!
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